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Abstract 

This study investigates the occupational framework of the Beed District in 

Maharashtra by utilizing data from the Census of India (2011). The objective was to 

explore the spatial distribution and sectoral makeup of the workforce, emphasizing the 

differences between rural and urban regions. Occupations were categorized into 

primary, secondary, and tertiary sectors to discern economic activity patterns. The study 

found that agriculture continues to be the predominant occupation in rural areas, 

whereas urban centers have a greater concentration of secondary and tertiary activities. 

Spatial differences in occupational structure are closely associated with physical 

geography, resource allocation, urbanization, and socioeconomic factors. These 

findings enhance our understanding of the regional economy and guide targeted 

development policies. 
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1. Introduction 
The occupational composition of a region mirrors its socioeconomic framework 

and developmental stage. This illustrates the distribution of the workforce across 

different sectors and is shaped by both physical and human geographical elements. 

Situated in the central part of Maharashtra, the Beed District is mainly rural with a 

strong agricultural foundation, yet urban areas are developing as centers for industrial 

and service sector activities. This study conducts a spatial analysis of the occupational 

structure in Beed District, highlighting regional trends and socioeconomic 

consequences. 

 

2. Objectives 

1. To examine how the workforce is distributed across different sectors in the Beed 

District.  
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2. To investigate the differences in occupational structures between rural and urban 

areas.  

3. Determine the spatial patterns and factors that influence them.  

4. To propose strategies for achieving balanced occupational development. 

3. Study Area 

Located in the Marathwada region of Maharashtra, the Beed District spans 

roughly 10,693 square kilometers. It is bordered by Ahmednagar and Osmanabad to the 

west and south, while the Latur and Jalna districts lie to the east and north. The district 

experiences a tropical climate, with agriculture as the primary occupation. According to 

the 2011 Census, the population of the district was approximately 2.58 million, with 

81% living in rural areas. 

Map No. 1  -  Study Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Data Base and Methodology 

This research utilizes secondary data sourced from the Census of India, District 

Census Handbook (2011), and various government reports. Occupational categories 

were classified as follows: 
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i. Primary sector: agriculture, forestry, fishing, and mining. 

ii. Secondary sector: manufacturing, construction, and small-scale industries. 

iii. Tertiary sector: trade, transport, services, and administration. 

The analysis employed percentage distribution, location quotient, and choropleth 

mapping to visually depict spatial patterns. 

5. Occupational Structure in Beed District  

Table No. 1  -  Occupational Structure in Beed District (2011) 

Sr. No. Sector Total Workers (%) Rural (%) Urban (%) 
1 Primary Sector 67.45 78.12 18.64 
2 Secondary Sector 12.38 8.21 28.45 
3 Tertiary Sector 20.17 13.67 52.91 

Source: District Census Handbook, 2011 
 

 

Graph No. 1 

 
 

Interpretation: 

Agriculture plays a crucial role in rural regions, and more than 75% of the 

workforce is involved in this primary sector. By contrast, urban areas have experienced 

a significant transition towards jobs in industries and services. Towns such as Beed, 

Georai, and Majalgaon, which benefit from superior infrastructure and connectivity, are 

hubs in the secondary sector. Meanwhile, the tertiary sector prevails in municipal areas 

owing to its administrative, educational, and commercial activities. 
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6. Spatial Patterns 

Mapping reveals that: 

i. In the southern and central regions, such as Georai and Ashti, the primary sector 

is more prominent because of fertile soil.  

ii. By contrast, the Beed and Manjlegaon regions exhibit a more even distribution 

across different sectors.  

iii. In contrast, urban areas are hubs for jobs in the tertiary sector. 

7. Factors Influencing Occupational Structure 

1. Physical factors included: Soil fertility, rainfall, and natural resources. 

2. Infrastructure: Roads, railways, and market access. 

3. Urbanization: The growth of municipal areas increases secondary and tertiary 

employment. 

4. Education and skills: Literacy rates influence non-agricultural employment 

opportunities. 

8. Conclusion 

The occupational structure in Beed District indicates an economy in transition, 

shifting from primary to secondary and tertiary sectors, although agriculture remains 

predominant. To broaden employment prospects, it is essential to implement balanced 

development strategies that emphasize rural industrialization, skill development, and 

infrastructure enhancement. 
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